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Family Faith Reflection: 

A Holy Cross Academy Newsletter 

As families prepare for a new school
year, August is a season of fresh
beginnings, hopefuly anticipation, and
new opportunities to grow in faith. Each
new year is a chance to trust in God’s
guidance and embrace the journey
ahead. 

As routines begin again, consider making
faith a central part of your family’s daily
rhythm. A simple prayer before leaving
the house, reading a short Scripture
passage together, or ending the day by
sharing moments of gratitude can help
keep Christ at the center of your home.
These small, consistent habits remind us
that God walks with us through every 

lesson, challenge, friendship, and success.

As a school community, let us encourage
one another to begin this year with hearts
full of courage, kindness, and love. May we
be open to the ways God is calling each of
us to grow and serve throughout the year. 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.” -
Joshua 1:9. 

May this promise give your family
confidence and peace as we begin
another wonderful year together. We look
forward to growing in faith alongside you
throughout the year ahead. 



Head Principal’s Message
We’re back!!!

The school year is in full swing here at
Holy Cross Academy, and it feels like we
haven’t missed a single beat. There is life
in the hallways again, and learning is well
under way in all of our classrooms. 

Even with our already strong enrollment,
inquiries from new families continue
rolling in. Our K - 8 program proudly
welcomed 54 new students this year, and
our Early Childhood program has 184
students so far! Add that to the eight
students in our brand new Reggio PreK,
and the 361 K-8 students, and you’ll see
that we are educating 553 students and
counting. What an honor! 

With so many new faces in our
community, we knew we needed a
scripture theme for the year that would
guide us. In 1 Corinthians 16, we are called
by the words of St. Paul to, “...be
courageous, be strong,” and to remember
that our, “every act should be done with
love.” As we get to know the newest
members of our community, we remain
intentional about who we are and what
our mission demands of us. We strive to
see the face of Jesus in every student,
parent, teacher, staff member, friend,
volunteer, and visitor. We embrace the
challenges of growing as a community,
while celebrating our successes and
learning from our mistakes. Through it all 

we remember that (as our mission
states), “rooted in the Person of Jesus,”
we find our courage. 
I cannot wait to marvel at the
wonderful things God has in store for
us this year! 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Melissa Hunter 

Upcoming Dates 
Aug 27 - K-5 Back to School Night 
Sept 3 - Picture Day -All Academy, Middle
School Back to School Night
Sept 7 - Labor Day - No School
Sept 14 - Exultation of the Holy Cross, All
Academy Mass at the Intermediate
Campus
Sept 23 - Family Reading Night
Sept 28 - Feast of St. Michael 





Holy Cross Happenings
Teaching the Faith
Congratulations to Mrs. Lisa Duggan and Mrs.
Donna Catanzaro on completing their Level II
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training!
We are so thankful for their commitment to
growing in their faith and continuing to learn.
The knowledge and experience they gained
will help them continue sharing God's love
with our students in meaningful ways.

OLP Book Fair
Our Lady of Providence Book Fair will again
return during ProvidenceFest on Saturday,
October 10 and Sunday October 11. A collection
box is available in the foyer of the HCA
Intermediate Campus at Our Lady of
Providence, as well as in the vestibule at OLP,
now through Friday, October 2, 2026. All
categories of books are needed, as well as CDs,
DVDs, audio books and records. Books must not
be damaged, water marked, mildewed, or be
written in or colored. Please do not donate any
textbooks, encyclopedias, or magazines. For
large donations, please call the parish office at
314-843-3570 to drop off the donations in the
garage. For questions, or to volunteer to help
before, during, or after the Book Fair, please
contact Betty Amelotti at 314-795-8514.



Gala 2026

Visit our website or click here to see sponsorship and
advertisement opportunities and how to donate.

https://www.holycross-stl.org/legacygala.html


Faculty & Staff Corner

Q & A with Mrs. Aley Holman
What is your role at HCA? 
ECEC Aide and Body+Balance Teacher.
What is the most rewarding part of
working in education?  
Getting to teach all of the children in our
building and watching them grow from
year to year!
What was your favorite subject in
school?  
Math.
What is your favorite TV show to binge-
watch?
One Tree Hill. 
Favorite drink or snack to keep at
school?
Alani. 
What is one thing you hope every
student remembers from their time at
HCA?  
Always remember that they are loved
and that they can, in fact, do hard things!
Summer or Winter? 
Summer. 

Q & A with Mrs. Angie Courtois
What is your role at HCA? 
Primary Campus Principal.
What is the most rewarding part of
working in education? 
Watching children grow in confidence,
faith, and independence, and celebrating
all they accomplish along the way.
What is your go-to comfort food?
Chocolate chip cookies. 
What is one thing you hope every student
remembers from their time at HCA?  
That they were known, loved, and valued at
HCA.
What was your dream job when you were a
child?  
A Hand Model on the Price is Right. 
What is a lesson your students have taught
you?
The importance of finding joy in the little
things. Their curiosity, honesty,
enthusiasm, and ability to forgive remind
me to approach each day with a grateful
heart and an open mind.



From the Pews



Holy Cross Parents Association
Hello from HCPA 
The end of summer and the start of
school year has been busy for Holy Cross
Parents Association! On July 29, HCPA
hosted July Jamboree, an academy-wide
celebration designed to bring new and
returning families together before the
start of school. With fun, food, face-
painting and fellowship, it was a great
opportunity to connect with old friends,
meet new ones, and celebrate the HCA
community.

On the first day of school, HCPA
welcomed kindergarten and Reggio Pre K
parents to the Boo Hoo Breakfast. This
annual gathering gives parents a chance
to meet one another, learn more about
ways to get involved in the HCA
community, and ask questions as they
begin this exciting new chapter with their
children. 

We’re grateful for the families who joined
us at both events, as well as the
volunteers that helped to make these
events possible.

How to Get Involved 
There are many ways to participate in
HCPA—no matter your schedule or
availability! Whether you’re interested in
chairing an event, volunteering for an
hour, helping with teacher
appreciation,vsupporting holiday
collections, or sharing a new idea, there
is a place for you. 

A list of volunteer opportunities can be
found at this link. Some upcoming
events still needing chairs and/or
volunteers are Mom’s Night Out, Trunk
or Treat and the Fall Uniform Resale.
Email hcpa@hca-stl.org with any
questions about events, expectations,
and/or new ideas.

We can’t wait to partner with you and
make this school year an amazing one for
our students and families!

Mark Your Calendars 
DOT (Dress Out Today) Day | Friday,
August 28| All Campuses
Give your student a fun break from the
usual dress code, all while supporting
HCPA. For just $1 per DOT Day – or $6
all-in for the six DOT Days throughout
the year- students may wear whatever
they choose (within the guidelines of the
student handbook). Payable via Venmo
@holycrossacademy-stl. Please
note DOT Day payment. (Please contact
hcpa@hca-stl.org if you need an
alternative payment method.)

ECEC Playdate | Saturday, August 29 |
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. | ECEC
ECEC families are invited to join us for a
fun and casual playdate! A great
opportunity for our youngest students
and their families to play, connect and
get to know one another outside the
classroom or dropoff lane.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EA4AB2DA5FAC70-65000963-20262027#/


HCPA Quarterly Meeting | Wednesday,
September 16 | 7:00 p.m. | Intermediate
Campus
Join us for the first Holy Cross Parents
Association meeting of the 2026-2027
school year. You’ll gain an overview of
Holy Cross Parents Association, learn
about the events and efforts we sponsor
throughout the year, and find out how
you can get involved. There will also be
refreshments, attendance prizes and
opportunities to get to know others in
the HCA community. See you there!
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