
OUR MISSION: Provide the highest quality academic 
program where each student develops spiritually, 
intellectually, and socially. Rooted in the person of Jesus 
Christ and in the Catholic tradition, we strive to prepare our 
students to live a faith-filled life. 

OUR CORE VALUES: Faith Formation  +  Academic       
Excellence  +  Community  +  Social Justice  +  Stewardship\

2019-2020
ANNUAL
REPORT



Greetings from Holy Cross Academy! 
While the world faced challenging times with the arrival of COVID-19, our 
2019-2020 academic year was extraordinary and remarkable in so many 
ways. Last August, we began a school year that looked like most others, 
under the banner of our spiritual theme for the year: Many Parts, One Body. 
We would not know just how important coming together would be for 
our community. 
 In a year that ended with abrupt school closures, we remain thankful
for the many things we were able to accomplish. We were awarded a 
Beyond Sunday grant from the Roman Catholic Foundation to implement 
curriculum based grading for advanced learners — helping our students 
to develop critical thinking and creative skills. This is an example of how we work to differentiate education 
within the traditional classroom. 
 Holy Cross Academy was founded in 2012, when area parishes realized the need to bring a collaborative 
and innovative approach to traditional parochial education. To create a more sustainable academy while 
upholding our mission to provide the highest quality academic and faith formation program, we announced 
a plan to change the structure of our parish campuses to devote them to focused grade levels. Today, the 
five parishes of Annunciation, Our Lady of Providence, Seven Holy Founders, St. John Paul II, and St. Michael 
the Archangel support the Catholic education of nearly 600 students across four campuses from preschool 
through eighth grade with a vibrant faith-based curriculum. St. John Paul II is home to our Early Childhood 
Education Campus; St. Michael the Archangel is our Primary Campus serving grades K-2; Our Lady of 
Providence serves as our Intermediate Campus for grades 3-5; and our Middle School Campus remains at 
Annunciation. As a result of these changes, our school campuses are the first parochial schools in the Saint 
Louis area to offer a truly individualized approach to academic instruction with advanced learner programs 
and unique learning resources. 
 In March, our administration and teachers quickly adapted from teaching in the classrooms to teaching 
students remotely. While we have always recognized the partnership in education that parents and teachers 
hold, we experienced that partnership to an incredible degree this spring. Our teachers worked diligently to 
bring a sense of normalcy to our students, and our parents stepped in to support the education from home. 
Through the creativity of our staff and families, we found ways to support one another—in our academics 
and our faith—when we could not physically be together. 
 We also saw a tremendous show of support from so many of you when the HCA Community Cares 
Fund was established to support those adversely affected by COVID-19. Nearly $45,000 was raised in a matter 
of weeks, and these funds were used to support 17 families through tuition assistance this year. 
 We hope that you have enjoyed this update of Holy Cross Academy through our inaugural annual 
report. Please know that we are incredibly grateful for each of you. There are several ways to continue to 
support the Academy this year. Your donations to the Annual Fund, the Community Cares Fund, or your 
support of the Gala enable us to continue our rich tradition of Catholic education. As our school grows and 
changes to navigate the ever-evolving academic needs of our children, we remain grounded in our core 
values. We have faith that with your help, we can and will continue our mission.  

We are Catholic. We are One. We are Holy Cross Academy.

In Christ’s name, 
Fr. Michael Esswein, Fr. John Brennell,  Fr. Michael Grosch, 
Fr. Christopher Holtmann,  Fr. Richard Schilli, Mrs. Janet Dolan, 
Mrs. Karen Folk, Mrs. Angie Langhauser, Mrs. Stephanie True

Consider a gift to HCA today: https://www.holycross-stl.org/giving. 
Checks are payable to Holy Cross Academy; please include in your 
memo Annual Fund (where needed most), Community Cares Fund, 
or the Gala. Thank you.



“When I came to Holy Cross in 
sixth grade, I was transitioning 
from a public elementary school 
to a private Catholic school 
knowing only two people. I was 
relieved to find out that all of my 
teachers and other staff members 
were always more than happy 
to help me. From homework to 
finding the right classroom to 
our unique system of creating 
assigned lunch tables, HCA has  
helped me to make many new 
friends and eased my transition 
into high school. As a result of an 
education that feels both individ-
ualized and enriching, I have test-
ed out of Algebra I for my fresh-
man year and have been able to 
select electives that interest me. 
Holy Cross has prepared me for 
life in high school and beyond.”  

Catherine Buster
HCA Class of 2020

HCA Committees
Ways to get involved at Holy Cross Academy:
Academic & Student Life, Community, Communications, 
Development, Early Childhood, Faith Formation, Finance, 
Marketing, Student Support, Parent Support, Transportation, 
Holy Cross Parents Assocication (HCPA)

We adore You 
O Christ, and we 

praise You, because 
by Your Holy Cross 

You have redeemed 
the world.

HCA FUNDING

*We thank YOU for your generous support 
of Holy Cross Academy. Your donations help 
bolster our budget as it stretches to provide 
resources to our students and teachers that 
not only positively impact their education, 
but their health and safety in this time of a 
global pandemic.   

2020/21 operating budget = $4,366,500 

Parish Support

Tuition, Fees & Sales

Annual Fundraising Efforts*

Holy Cross Academy is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. 

68% 

25% 

7% 

Our faculty, staff & 
volunteers are a vital

part of HCA. Visit 
holycross-stl.org 
for a full listing of 
employees and 

board members.



THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Julie & Travis Abeln
Across the Board
Barb Adams
Maria Schlafly & David Aholt
Anthony & Rita Angeles
24-7 Animal Pest Control
Annunciation Men’s Club
Anonymous
Michelle Artz
Madonna Atwood
Rick Bakersmith
The Banks Family
Corinne Bardgett
Rich Bardgett
Pam Barks
Bartolino’s Family of 
      Restaurants
Patricia & Bill Beavin
Jeannine Beck
Colleen Beckemeyer
Cynthia & Deacon John 
     Beckmann
DeAnna & Tim Beffa
Erin Benedict
Luray Benson
Liz Bentrup
Patrick Bernard
Lindsey & Dan Berry
Christine & Mark Berzinas
Better Life Maids
Ellen & Mike Beuligmann
Big Sky Café
Biggie’s Restaurant
Amelia Billmeyer
Becky Bock
Boeing
Cathleen Boncek
Chrissy & Donald Boyce
Julie & Robert Brandenberg
Erin & Bill Brasser
David Braun
Rev. John Brennell
Katherine Brillhart
Kay Brillhart
Kelly Brosnan
Charles Brown
Sally Brueggemann
Lauren Bryant
Barb Buhman
Melissa & Joe Buttice
Robert Canepa (Carol Size)
Mary Jo Cange
James Carter
Susan Caruso
Casa Loma Ballroom
Nancy & James Casey
Katherine & Aron Casey
Catholic Supply
Allen Cavedine
Christian Brothers College HS
Chaminade College Prep
Mark Chellevold
Louis Cherry
Chesterfield Sports Fusion
Kimberly & Jim Chier
Gail & James Christy
Julie & Craig Christy
Mary Chura
Circle of Knowledge
CJ Muggs

Shirley & Don Fasbender
Melanie & John Fechter
Rosemarie Fleming
The Flores Family
Fly Over Living
Michael &  Karen Folk
Heather & Michael Fox
Kathleen Franke
Julie & Maury Frein
John Gabriel
Galaxy Red DJ
Katherine Garner
Ryan Garwit
Monica Gassel
Gateway Arch 
Susann Gaughran
Natalie & Jeff Geerling
Marcella Gerard
Ruth & Stan Gezella
Carol & George Gielow
Sarah & Tyson Giger
Jennifer Gleich
Louise Gowen
PK Grandparents
Eric Griffith
Kalei Grigaitis
Mary Grimaud
Fr. Michael Grosch
Ben Grupe
Sara & David Guller
Valerie & Justin Guntli
Gus’ Pretzels
Kara & Kevin Hadican
Suzanne & Mike Hagerty
Victoria Hahn
Hampton Inn & Suites at 
     Forest Park
Jessica & Joe Harris
Chester Hasek
Bethany & Cameron Haslett
Cyndi Hasten
Crystal Hasten
Erin Hausmann
Susan & Luke Havel
Nancy & Larry Hawkins
Paul Heaton
Annette Hebert
Anne & Sean Heinly
Catherine Hencken
Herbaria
Katrina & George Herrera
Mary Ann Herzog
Mary T. Hess
Kate & Jason Hiatt
Sharon & Ed Hingle
Rachelle Hinrichs
Samuel Hirschman
Richard Hite
Mark Hite
Jennifer & Nick Hockenhull
Hodak’s Restaurant & Bar
Margaret & William Hof
Jennifer & Edward Hogan
Julie Hoijarvi
Holiday World & Splashin Safari
Aley & Joshua Holman
Mary Jo Holoubek
Fr. Chris Holtmann
Home Depot
Bill Hopfinger

Kate & Brian Hopfinger
Theresa & Harland Horn
Timothy Howard
Carol & Joe Huber
RoseAnn Hughes
Mary Hugo
Kathleen & Scott Hummel
Mary Beth Hummel
Barbara Hummel
Jane Alyce Hunt
International Tap House (iTap)
ISC
LaVerne Janson
Rita Jaramillo
Joey B’s Restaurant Group
Kati & David Johnson
Pamela Jones
Sally & Thomas Jost
Jennifer Jung
Just Me Apparel
Wendell S. Kane
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Kappel
Mary Kappel
Susan Kastel
Linda Kaucher
Peggy Keilholz
Agnes & Tom Kelly
Ann Kelly
Kelly & Brian Kelly
Traci & John Kennebeck
The Kennebeck Family
Sarah & Nick Kheriaty
Paula & Christopher Kiley
Marylou & Allen Kilgore
Edward Killius
Kirkwood UPS Store
Kitchen Conservatory
Ann & Dan Kleitsch
Annamica & Matthew Klem
Kristin & Chad Klopotic
Kelly & Jim Klosowski
Adrian Klott
Thomas Kluempers
Lauren & Kevin Knickman
Kate Koenen
Amie & Brian Koenen
Kathleen Koenen
Kolping Soccer
Jenna & Dave Kopff
Herbert Kopff
Cynthia Kopff
Collette & Brian Koscielski
Sarah & Kyle Krahl
Charles Krebs
Clayton Kremmel
Eryn & Paul Krobath
Angie & Bryan Krueger
Sr. Susan Marie Krupp
Charles Kruse
Angelia Kuehnle
Cathy & Steve LaBarge
Lynn & Timothy LaChance
Ladies of Seven Holy Founders
Dolores Lampe
Angie Langhauser
Laura Langhorst
Laulie’s Cakes
Jill Lauman
Laurie’s Shoes
Lisa & Greg Lauter

Nancy Clark
Laura Clark
Clark Academy of Irish Dance
Wanda & Harry Claywell
OLP Men’s Club
COCA
Robynn Ragland Coffman
Kathleen Cofield
Carla Colletti
Lillian Colombo
Community Accupuncture
Keith Conboy
Mary Jo Conley
Megan & Patrick Connelly
Andrea Conroy
Constance Bachmann Designs
Patricia & Anthony Conte
Cor Jesu Academy
Kathryn & Craig Corbett
Mary Jo Corrigan
Sally Coupe
Craft Alliance Center of 
     Art & Design
Steve Crafton
Elayne Cramer
Erika & Rene Cuevas
Dairy Queen
Lilia & Marvin Damole
Catie & Ken Dandridge
Mary & Stephen Daues
Carol & Thomas Davis
Rita & Deacon Len Sisul
Karen & Stepen Debrecht
Delores Degreeff
Julie & David Deno
Greg Densberger
DeSmet Jesuit High School
Kelly & Doug Devlin
Dierbergs
Kelly & Jason Dillard
Jessica & Roger Dobberstein
Patricia Dodel
Glendine Doering
Janet Dolan
Theodore Domino
Jerry Donovan
Donut Drive In
Laura & David Dooley
Liz & Andrew Drazen
Randy Dreiling
Jennie Dressler
Virginia Drozd
Drury Inn & Suites
Martha & John Dueker
Sylvia & Joe Dunne
Jill & Dennis Duvall
Caitlin & John Ebel
Mary Edwards
Mary Ann Eggleston
Ann & Justin Ehnert
Kathleen Eichhorst
Erin Ely
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Emmett
Epiphany Lanes
Christine & George Ertle
Jeannette & Tom Eskridge
Fr. Michael Esswein
Tom Esswein
Arline Eyermann
Fairmount Park

Holy Cross Academy is blessed by our generous donors who have contributed to our Annual Fund, the HCA Community 
Cares Fund, or the Holy Cross Academy Legacy Gala & Auction during the 2019-2020 fiscal year: 



Gregory LaVigne
Mischelle & Tim Leahy
Michelle & David Leist
John Lenihan
Barbara Lenz
Sue Leon
Leopard Boutique
Jeanne Licari
Patti & Mark Loehnig
Barbara Lombardo
Dennis Long
Jeff Lowe
Dorothy & Daniel Lowery
Denise Lundry
Christine & Jim Luzecky
Colleen & Tom Lynch
Christine Machicao
Lisa Mackey
Greg Mackey
Maggie O’Brien’s 
Magic House
Suzanne & Kevin Manning
Mary Manzella
Marcoot Jersey Creamery
Rebecca & Ethan Marose
Monica Massie
Elizabeth Matarazzi
Madison McArthur
Shari McArthur
Laura & Sean McClure
Amy & Jeremy McClure
McClure Engineering
Helen McCormack
Albert & Mary McElroy
Maggie McLeod
Victoria & Dan McNamee
Amy McQueen
Lynn & Jamie Mealey
Janice & James Mealey
Barbara Mecker
The Medeiros Family
Valerie Cooper Meier
Mercy Health
Corinne Merrill
Mary Sue Mertens
Jenna & Grant Meyer
Katie Meyer
Christine & Greg Meyer
Molly & Matt Meyers
Barb Michael
Thomas Michael
Paul Michalski
Melissa & Brad Miller
Heather Miller
Theresa Mills
Carrie & Dan Mitchell
Maeghan & Bill Moeller
Aurore Mohrmann
Mom’s Deli
Monkey Joe’s 
Colleen Mooney
Thomas Mooney
Elisa Moore
Julie Moorhem
Diana Morris
Marguerite Morrissey
Jim & Joanne Morrissey
Julia Moskoff
Gina & Ivo Mrnjavac
Margo Mueller
Patricia & John Mueller
Susie Mueller
Pat & Mike Mueth

Mary McGilligan Sahin
Carmelita Salamon
Ellen & Dan Salmo
Kathryn & Mike Salmo
Rose & John Saufnauer
Sheila Savka
Scentsy
Mary Schenk
Samuel Scherer
Fr. Rick Schilli
Schlafly Beer
Sarah Schmidt
The Schmitt Family
Phil Schorr
Angela & Daniel Schreckenberg
Susan Schroder
Nancy & Robert Schukai
Shannon & Mark Schulte
Walter Schultz
Jayne Schultz
Joe Schweizer
Christa Schwermer
Sedara Sweets & Ice Cream
Mary & Tim Seher
Janet Seiler
Laura & Jay Selkirk
Holly Sepe
Julie & Christopher Seyer
Scott Shipley
Shrewsbury Lanes
Lara Heissohn-Sidorski
Silver Dollar City
Kelly Simonds
Patricia & Ralph Simons
Kathleen Simpson
Katie & Dan Simpson
Mary & Dan Sinclair
Kay & Brian Sisk
Skyzone
Lisa Slama
Jacqueline Smith
Soccer Master
Karen & Jerry Sommer
Molly & David Sonderman
Mary Ann Speno
St. John Paul II Men’s Club
St. Joseph’s Academy
St. Louis Ambush
St. Louis Aquarium & Wheel 
Park at Union Station
St. Louis Ornamental Stone 
Mfg. Co.
St. Louis Symphony 
St. Louis Zoo
St. Michael’s Athletic 
     Association
Mary Gardner-Stage
Ashley & Steve Stanze
SteamPunk Brew Works
Julia Stith
Margaret Stith
Mary Strahan
Sheri & Ronald Strebler
Dianna & Frank Stubits
Jennifer & Josh Sturm
Jenny Suellentrop
Sugar Creek Gardens
Greg & Mary Sullentrup
Monica Sullivan
Rose & Ryan Sumpter
Genie & John “Buzz” Swanston
Catherine Tabash
Mike Tabash

Debra Tafra
Ann Telthorst
The Checkered Cottage
The Happy Medium
The Pasta House Co. 
The Repertory Theatre of 
     St. Louis
The Vault Luxury Resale
Maureen & Ronald Thielemier
Mary & James Thoele
Emily Thole Stark
Margie & Terrence Thomure
Time for Dinner
Hayley Tomazic
Blaise Tomazic
Total Wine & More
Touchstone Crystal by 
     Swarovski
Trainwreck Saloon
Sandra & Francesco Tricamo
Maude Trost
Stephanie & Rich True
Janice Tucker
Marianne Twellman
Jeannette Underwood
Donna Unverferth
Upper Limits Rock Climbing
Urban Chestnut Brewing Co.
Ursuline Academy
John Vansaghi
Cynthia Vavrik
Alison & Hank VerPlank
Joyce Vest
Vetta Racquet Sports
Victory Raceway
Vie
Mary & Robert Vieth
Kari & Sean Vigna
Madonna Visintine
Visitation Academy
The Vogel Family
Mary & Bruce Vogelgesang
Kathy & John Vollmann
Robert Waldschmidt
Jan & Chuck Wallis
Nathalie Walter
Karen Wamhoff
William Wamser
Jenny Wand
Richard Wehner
Lisa & Ben Weiler
Sally Weir
Wellbridge Athletic Club & Spa
John Weller
Betty & Michael Wendl
Mary Werner
Leah Westover
Erin Whalen
Maureen & Peter Wikete
Michael Wild
Courtney & Jeff Willey
Janice & Steve Willey
Jennifer & Rob Wilson
Irene & Oliver Wirthlin
Antonina & Andrew Witte
Women of Annunciation
Kortney & Quade Wood
Laura Young
Karl Zang
Gerald Zilske
Scott Zipfel

Elizabeth & John Mulvahill
The Muny
The Murray Family
Myseum
Gerre Naert
Susan Nelten
Nerinx Hall
Jennifer Newell
Nidec Motor Corporation
Kathleen & Thomas Noland
Notre Dame High School
Novel Neighbor
Colette & Edward O’Brien
Meredith & Edward O’Connor
Mary O’Donnell
Margaret Oligschlaeger
Olive + Oak
Ralph Olliges, Jr.
OLP Men’s Club
Jen & Daniel O’Neill
Mary Orr
Katie O’Sullivan
Erin & Jonathan Ott
Our Little Haven
Page Law
Maureen Egan-Palmer
Bill Paradoski
Party Roamer
Lindsey Paunovich
Mary Payton
Michelle Pelizzaro
Emily & Brian Perotta
Jill Peterson
Laura & Kevin Pfeiffer
Theresa Phillips
Catherine Pilant
Dale Pilant
Jeanne & Howard Place
Donna Polizzi
Patricia & James Polys
Cindy & Nick Polys
Kate Ponzillo
Nicole & Joseph Porter
Pottery Hollow
Heather & Travis Potts
Powell Gardens
Kelli & Patrick Powers
Pretzel Boys
Priscilla P. Gruber - Hair Stylist
Amy & Jarrett Puckett
Tony Puleo
Celia Purcell
Robert Puricelli
Ed Purvis
Eileen & Stephen Radomski
Mary & Danny Randant
Donna & Christopher Rapisardo
Eileen Reese
Rigazzi’s 
Shauna Rittenhouse
Robinson’s Karate
Kathleen Roche
Mary Roche
Rockin Jump Trampoline Park
Rolling Ridge Nursery
Elisa Romani
Rosati-Kain High School 
Maggie Rose
Karen & Robert Rossfeld
Peter Roudebush
Nicole Rushing
Connie Rybak
Patrick Sablich

We have made every effort to recognize our generous donors here. If you see an error or would like to make a change in how 
your name appears, please let us know at (314) 375-3436.



8874 Pardee Road, St. Louis MO 63123
www.holycross-stl.org

SAVE
THE
DATE

Holy Cross Academy
Legacy Gala & Auction

is going virtual!
Friday, 

20th

We are Catholic.
We are One.

We are Holy Cross Academy.

SAVE
THE
DATE

SAVE
THE
DATE

Please consider supporting the Gala 
through sponsorships or donations 

of gift cards, items or experiences. 
For more information, please 

contact legacygala@hca-stl.org

November 
Register today!

https://2020HCAGALA.givesmart.com


